



February 22, 2007

Senator Mark Amodei

Chairman, SCR 26 Subcommittee

Nevada State Senate

401 S. Carson Street

Carson City, Nevada 89701

Subject:
Washoe County Board of Commissioners comments on the draft SCR 26 Bill Draft Request

Dear Senator Amodei and Members of the SCR Subcommittee:

On behalf of the Washoe County Board of Commissioners (Board) I want to thank you for the opportunity to provide the SCR 26 Subcommittee (Subcommittee) with comments on the draft Bill Draft Request (BDR) No. S-183.  In compliance with your request, we have provided comments on specific areas of agreement and disagreement with regard to the creation of a regional water entity, as provided for in the BDR.  The Board’s comments are detailed below.

Areas of Agreement

The Board has consistently supported the formation of a Regional Water Entity to provide water resource planning, cooperative water resource development, conservation and integrated management of new water supplies.  We  believe that there is substantial agreement among the parties that the duties of this entity would be to:

· Facilitate effective planning and management of water resources, including surface and groundwater resources, reclaimed water, water conservation, water quality, and instream resources, to support existing and future municipal and industrial uses in a sustainable manner and to protect and enhance environmental resources and quality of life;

· Oversee development, updating and implementation of a long range, regional Integrated Water Resources Management Plan;

· Oversee development, updating and implementation of a long range Regional Water Conservation Plan and Program;

· Identify, develop, and operate new potable and non-potable water resources;

· Develop, design, construct and operate water facilities; and

· Provide community interests with increased certainty and consistency in working with water resource management agencies.

The Board also agrees that the proposed boundaries of the new entity would cover southern Washoe County and exclude Gerlach General Improvement District and the land in the Tahoe Regional Planning Area. 

The Washoe County Board of County Commissioners has demonstrated its commitment to efficiently and effectively planning and managing our important water resources by actively pursuing creation of a regional water management and planning agency by working with Washoe County cities and water providers to develop an interlocal agreement.   

The Board has reviewed BDR 48-183 and has developed recommended modifications to the draft in seven policy areas, which, if made, would result in legislation more adapted to local conditions and needs in Washoe County.  The policy areas are:

· Role and Authority of the new entity, 

· Existing Resources

· Service Areas

· Governance

· Beneficiaries

· Costs and Rates

· NRS 540A

We have attached policy level details or our recommended modifications for each area (see Attachment 1), and a section-by-section summary of the changes to NRS 540A that would need to be made to address some of the purposes contemplated by the BDR.  Washoe Department of Water Resources staff is available to work with the LCB as needed to assist in revising this important legislative proposal.

The Washoe County Board of County Commissioners appreciates your taking the time to attend our meeting on Tuesday, February 13th, and we look forward to continuing to work with you and other members of the SCR 26 Subcommittee to effectively address water resources planning and management issues in Washoe County.  

Sincerely,

Robert Larkin, Chair

Washoe County Board of County Commissioners
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